BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COWM SSI ON

In the Matter of the Petition ) Application No. C-3005
fromresidents of the Rushville )
exchange, served by Geat Plains )
Communi cati ons, requesting ) DI SM SSED
extended area service (EAS) to )
the Hay Springs exchange, served )

)

by Great Plains Comunications. Ent ered: October 7, 2003

BY THE COVM SSI ON:

On July 16, 2003, the Conm ssion received a petition from
the residents of the Rushville exchange, requesting extended
area service (EAS) to the Hay Springs exchange. On August 26
2003, the Conmm ssion verified that the petition contained a
sufficient nunber of signatures. As required by Rule 002.27C3
of the Conm ssion Teleconmunications Rules and Regulations,
Title 291, Chapter 5, a point-to-point usage study was comenced
to determine if a comunity of interest exists.

Rul e 002.27C3 sets forth two criteria which nust be satis-
fied, based on data from the nost recent three-nonth period, for
an EAS petition to proceed: 1) an average of five or nore calls
per custonmer per nonth nust be made to the petitioned exchange,
and 2) nore than 50 percent of the custoners nust make two or
nore calls per nonth to the petitioned exchange.

The results of the usage study indicate that no such
comunity of interest exists. During the first nonth studied
(July 2003) an average of four calls were nmade by each Rushville
resident to Hay Springs. During the second and third nonths
studied (August and Septenber 2003) an average of five calls
were nmade by each Rushville resident to Hay Springs. In only
two of the three nonths studied did Rushville residents nmake an
average of five or nore calls per nonth per custoner; therefore,
the first criteria established by the Conmi ssion’s rules was not
sati sfi ed.

In addition, the usage study indicates the second criteria
was al so not fulfilled. During the first nonth, only 43 percent
of Rushville residents nade two or nore calls to Hay Springs
During nonths two and three, only 44 percent and 47 percent of
Rushville residents mde two or nore calls to Hay Springs,
respectively. Therefore, in none of the three nonths did 50
percent of Hay Springs residents make two or nore calls to
Rushvill e, as required by the rule.
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Pursuant to Rule 002.27C3, failure to satisfy these two
criteria requires dismssal of the petition.
ORDER
| T I S THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service Com
m ssion that Application No. G3005 be, and it is hereby, dis-

m ssed.

MADE AND ENTERED at Lincoln, Nebraska, this 7th day of
Cct ober, 2003.

NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COVM SSI ON
COVM SS| ONERS CONCURRI NG
Chair

ATTEST:

Executive Director



